LOUIS* ILLNESS AT METZ               l8l

P^ronne and Valenciennes, endured the fatigue of
long rides and associated with officers and soldiers.
Two days later Parliament received a letter in his
handwriting, setting out the reasons that had taken
him from the court and put him at the head of his
armies; that letter was sent by special messenger
to the first president Maupeou.

Barbier wrote in his Journal: "The only topic of
conversation here is the King, and how he has
visited the squares near Valenciennes, the shops
and the hospitals; has tasted the patients* soup
and the soldiers* bread; he wants to get to know
all the officers, and speaks to them very politely.
The Duchesse de Chateauroux is going to spend
the summer at Plaisance, a lovely residence near
Nogent belonging to Paris-Duverney/'

On joth May 1744 d'Argenson notes: "The
king is doing marvels in the army. He is applying
himself and making great efforts to learn all he
can; he talks to everyone. The troops and the
people at Flanders are delighted/'

Some time after, the same historian added: <cThe
king has begun to appear at the head of his armies;
and one must agree that his conduct is in good
taste; it was just as if he had been under a guard-
ian's care till Fleury's death, In the army he
has shown himself attentive, brave and very
friendly with the men; he is prudent., accurate,
hardworking, and, above all, discreet. We do
not know as yet what lies under this discretion/*
When Louis XV received a letter from the
Dauphia asking that he too might join the army,